Michigan State University Faculty Emeriti Association
Steering Committee Meeting
22 May 2026, 11:00 am
Conference Room 443 Hannah Administration Building

	MINUTES
										
Present: Berg, Brower (MSURA), Carr, Harsh, Ferguson, Goddeeris, Scott Loveridge (Office of the Provost), Provost Laura Lee McIntyre; Zoom: Forsyth.  Not Present: Baker, Gliozzo, Honhart, Hula and Vieth.
				
1.	Opening Comments – Tom Carr – Welcomed guests Provost Mcintyre and David Brower, President of the MSU Retirees Association.  Noted increased interaction between the FEA and MSURA and indicated the meeting would discuss ways that both organizations might benefit the University.

2.	Changes or additions to the agenda.  None  These minutes are not structured the same as the agenda.

3.	Conversation with Provost McIntyre
a) FEA lecture series is the most prominent activity.  Annual awards and occasional surveys of emeriti.
b) New activity with East Lansing Prime Time collaborative learning.  Partners are FEA, MSURA, East Lansing Senior Council and Hannah Community Center.  Anne Ferguson and John Goddeeris represent FEA on the advisory group and Steve Harsh chaired planning meetings.
c) Suggestions for using emeriti as a resource included undergraduate seminar teaching (no compensation?), tutoring and mentoring, consultation, perhaps other input.
d) Provost requested a listing of notable emeriti achievements which can be drawn from the extensive record, all on the FEA website, of individual faculty awards.
e) Provost also requested a list of categories of activities in which emeriti might be interested so that MSU "can leverage the brain trust, expertise, commitment, and motivation" of retired faculty.
f) Noted that Scott Loveridge is currently our liaison with the Office of the Provost, pending how Cindi Leverich’s duties will be assigned.

4.	Provost left at 11:35, Brower left at 11:55. 
	
5.	Items for consideration and action
	a.	Effect of faculty unionization on retiree health care and on FEA interaction with the administration and University governance.  Peter Berg to see fi FEA can observe meetings with the faculty union. 
	b.	J. Goddeeris to coordinate with MSURA on health benefits issues, including prospects for rebidding the retiree health insurance contract. 
	c.	Forsyth to produce list of faculty retired since 2010, the year when the current employee database management system was installed losing details related to those retired prior to 2010.  S. Loveridge will see if a similar list can be made available from sources available to the Office of the Provost.
	d.	Lecture series is partly set for 2026-2027.  Carr asks all to pursue a presentation.
i) September 29. Lori Strom and colleagues on MSU Age Alive Program
ii) October 21. Megan Dean, Philosophy, on ethics of eating
iii) November 19. Emily Conroy-Krutz, History, on women's suffrage
iv) Wed Jan 20  Jane recommends Erika Franz, Political Science, on elected strongmen and 		the implications for democracy.
v) Wed Feb 17  How about Chip Brock about modern physics and astronomy?
vi) Wed Mar 17 ???
vii) Wed Apr 21  ???
viii) Ask Provost to talk about her research – child mental health, schooling and wellbeing?

6.	New Business
	a.  New Survey Committee established: What emeriti want to do for MSU, health and benefits concerns, what can FEA do that it's not doing, and do you, the retired faculty, want to be engaged with MSU?   Anne Ferguson, Steve Harsh, and John Goddeeris will prepare the survey.  Dave Brower will contact Sandy Buike about MSURA participation.

		
7.	Adjournment 12:25pm
	
Next Meeting: Normally September 23, 2026, 1:00 pm (4th Wednesday of the month).

Submitted by John Forsyth

Note: These minutes borrow heavily from notes created by T. Carr.


